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Londoners recycle Winter Fuel Payments to help people in greatest need

Appeal launching November 10th

The Capital Community Foundation’s ‘Surviving Winter’ Appeal launched in London today. It asks older people who feel they could manage without the government’s Winter Fuel Payment, to donate their payment to help older people in greater need. The London Appeal is part of a National Campaign co-ordinated by Community Foundations- independent grantmaking charities focussing on grassroots community action across the UK.
As cold weather approaches many older people can’t afford to keep warm. Over 25,000 people in the UK die from the cold each winter, and many more become ill or slip into debt. In London alone, well over 535,000 households are currently in fuel poverty, spending a disproportionate amount of their income on energy bills. Isolation and loneliness are common among older people, and especially so during winter.
Donations to the appeal will help those who struggle to stay warm and well through the winter. In London, The Capital Community Foundation will partner with the national fuel poverty charity NEA to deliver expert fuel poverty training to help older people break the cycle of fuel poverty. They will also support small voluntary groups who tackle the broader issues of isolation and ill-health by helping older people remain mobile and included in their communities.
Executive Director of The Capital Community Foundation, Sonal Shah, said:

“Surviving Winter is an appeal to encourage people to donate their unwanted Winter Fuel payments to support those in much greater need. Community Foundations are charities that help donors to give to the causes they care about in the most effective way possible. We see past the statistics to the real issues on the ground. One of the huge issues in London now is the growing population of older people living in shocking conditions, alone and seemingly forgotten by the outside world.  The Surviving Winter Campaign seeks to change this’.

The Surviving Winter Appeal is supported by Saga Magazine and many pledges were received before the appeal was launched, including from Joanna Lumley. "I am proud and happy to support the Surviving Winter Appeal’, she said.  

Charlie Mullins, of Pimlico Plumbers said

“Pimlico Plumbers are supporting the appeal as it’s shocking that something like 2,000 pensioners will die from the cold in London this winter. We’re going to match the donations of any of our older workers who donate their fuel allowance. Hopefully any of our customers who don’t need it will also donate to ease the suffering of older people.

In the winter people often cut back on heating. There are a lot of ways to save money on fuel, for instance by insulating your home. But people aren’t always aware of this, or of the fact that often you can get financial help to install this if you need it.”
The Capital Community Foundation helps companies, statutory bodies, individuals and families to invest effectively in local charities and community groups which address pressing social issues.  Last year alone, The Capital Community Foundation supported 600 grass-roots charities and community groups with grants totalling £2.3million.
The Capital Community Foundation will use 100% of the donations they receive and Gift Aid claimed to support older Londoners, with nothing going to their administrative overheads.

To donate to the appeal visit www.survivingwinterlondon.org.uk
ENDS

To find out more about the work of Capital Community Foundation visit www.capitalcf.org.uk 
The Capital Community Foundation is a registered charity no. 1091263.

For further information please contact: Alex Czerniewska 020 7582 5117
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